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Montana NASA EPSCoR
Summer 2009 Graduate Research Assistantships (GRAs)
The Montana NASA Experimental Program to Stimulate Competitive Research (EPSCoR) Program has received a funding augmentation specifically aimed at supporting graduate students working with their faculty advisors on research areas relevant to NASA. Such students (and their advisors) are hereby invited to apply for summer support as summer 2009 NASA EPSCoR Graduate Research Assistants (GRAs). Note that these GRA awards are distinct from the Montana Space Grant Consortium Graduate Fellowships. Awards will be made on a competitive basis to graduate student/faculty teams who best meet the selection criteria.  

Applications should include: (1) a short description, written by the faculty advisor, of the NASA EPSCoR-relevant research that the graduate student would be working on, (2) an essay by the graduate student on their research and career goals, and (3) student application form (reverse; also available at http://spacegrant.montana.edu/Text/MT_NASA_EPSCoR_GRA.doc). Complete applications are due Friday, March 20th, 2009. We anticipate making four awards and that award decisions will be made in April, 2009.
Each Summer NASA EPSCoR GRA will receive a monthly stipend of $1,550 (for a total stipend of $4650). They will also receive $850 in support for their required tuition, fees, and insurance during the 3 month period (May 15th – August 15th, 2009). 
The criteria for selection are:

· Strength of faculty member’s research program and alignment with NASA needs and mission.

· Quality of the graduate student’s record; alignment of graduate student’s interests and career plans with NASA’s mission.

· Probability that a NASA EPSCoR GRA award will “make a difference” – will an award lead to further proposals, publications, presentations – will it strengthen the faculty member’s NASA-related research program while furthering the student’s progress?
At the end of the summer, we will require award recipients to report: publications, presentations, proposals submitted/funded, student degrees earned, new resources obtained (including attracting additional students to the research group), new collaborations initiated, etc. 

Questions and applications should be directed to:

Dr. Angela C. Des Jardins

Deputy Director, MSGC/Montana NASA EPSCoR

Office location: 417 Cobleigh Hall, Montana State University

Mailing address: PO Box 173835, Bozeman, MT 59717-3835

406.994.6172

desjardins@physics.montana.edu
Montana NASA EPSCoR

2009 Summer Graduate Research Assistantship Application (Due March 20th, 2009)

Please type or print legibly:
Name:

E-Mail address: 

Telephone:
Target Degree:
 Major area of study: 
Year graduate studies began:
Date degree expected:
Faculty Advisor:

Advisor E-Mail:
Advisor phone:


Graduate GPA: ______ GRE: Verbal_______  Quantitative _______ Writing _______
Montana campus and department where enrolled: 

Protected Class Status: (Please note – Montana NASA EPSCoR required to report the information below for assessing the effectiveness of this program in recruiting students in technical disciplines, especially women and underrepresented minorities. The information may also play a part in the selection process by permitting affirmative action selections among otherwise equally qualified applicants.  Thus, you are asked to complete applicable parts of this section.)

__Male

  __Female
 __Individual with disability(ies)

 
__African American
 __Asian

__Caucasian  
  __Hispanic
 __Native American
    __Pacific Islander
__Other, please specify

I certify that (initial each):   [Note:  If any statement is not initialed, your application will not be considered.]
___ I will be a full-time graduate student during the academic year 2009-2010.  

___ If awarded a Montana NASA EPSCoR GRA, I agree to provide:  (1) an end-of-year report detailing my activities and accomplishments during the 2009 summer, including publications, research, and meetings attended; and (2) information about my studies and/or employment on request beyond the term of the award.  (This is part of a NASA requirement to track the long range effectiveness of the NASA EPSCoR program.)
____________________________________________________________________________________
Signature






Date

This application form must be accompanied by:

· A copy of your graduate school transcript (unofficial is acceptable).
· A short (4 page maximum) typed statement of your educational and career goals and interests.  Within your statement, discuss your thesis research area and how it relates to NASA’s mission.  Discuss any past, present, and planned future involvement with NASA.  Discuss any publications, honors or awards.

· A short description, written by your faculty advisor, of the NASA EPSCoR-relevant research that you would be working on.
























